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ESTABLISHMENT  AND  CARE  OF 
MEYER  ZCYSIA  LAWNS- 

Meyer  zoysia  is  a single  plant  selection  made  at  Arlington  Farm  from  a 
seed  introduction  of  common  Zoysia  japonica,  It  is  a fine  leaf  selection  that 
Is  intermediate  in  this  regard  between  common  Japanese  lawngrass  (Zoysia 
,japonica)  and  the  related  Manila  grass  ( Zoysia  matrella)  0 It  is  a warm-season 
grass  which  makes  its  maximum  growth  during  the  hot  summer  months,  It  is  quite 
drought  tolerant  and  resistant  to  disease  and  insects 0 Me ye r zoysia  will  with- 
stand considerable  wear  and  resists  weed  invasion  under  good  management 
practices,,  Established  turf  is  quite  dense  and  has  a dark  green  color  during 
the  growing  season* 

Meyer  zoysia  has  the  disadvantage  of  losing  its  green  color  'with  the 
first  killing  frost  of  fall  and  remaining  off-color  until  the  soil  begins 
to  warm  up  in  the  spring*  The  period  of  green  color-  can  be  extended  by  generous 
nitrogen  fertilization  and  close  mowing  during  the  active  growing  season*  When 
actively  growing  Meyer  zoysia  is  similar  in  appearance  to  Kentucky  bluegrass  0 

ADAPTATION— Meyer  zoysia  is  considered  to  be  best  adapted  in  those  areas  where 
the  ordinary  cool-season  grasses  (bluegrass,  fescue,  bentgrass)  do  poorly  in 
the  summer o This  condition  is  typical  in  an  area  of  the  United  States  having 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania;  Omaha,  Nebraska;  St,  Louis,  Missouri;  and  Richmond, 
Virginia  as  its  corner  points.  Although  it  will  grow  and  survive  north  of  this 
region  its  slow  growth  rate  coupled  with  the  shorter  growing  seasons  of  the 
I north  limits  its  practical  use.  South  of  this  recommended  area  Meyer  zoysia 
will  make  excellent  growth  and  provide  good  quality  turf,  but  must  compete 
with  finer  textured  grasses  such  as  Manila  grass  and  improved  strains  of  bermuda 
grass , 


E ST  A El,  1 31 MENT  -r-Me  ye  r zoysia  will  produce  some  seed,  but  this  seed  Is  not  available 
commercially  because  individual  plants  produced  from  seed  of  Meyer  zoysia  are 
highly  variable  in  leaf  width,  color,  vigor  and  winter  handiness.  Therefore, 

Meyer  zoysia  must  be  propagated  vegetatively  to  maintain  its  desira.ble  character- 
istics. 


A well  prepared,  weed-free  seedbed  is  desirable  when  establishing  Meyer 
zcysia.  Vegetative  material  may  be  planted  as  plugs  or  as  sprigs.  Two- inch 
plugs  planted  on  one-foot  centers  will  produce  a solid  turf  in  approximately 
three  years  In  the  Washington,  D,  C,  area , Sprigs  planted  in  solid  rows,  one  foot 
between  rows,  will  produce  a Solid  turf  in  two  to  three  ye§ns. 


In  many  cases  it  may  be  desirable  to  introduce  Meyer-zoysia  into  an 
existing  lawn  without  destroying  the  vegetation  already  present.  This  may 
be  done  by  planting  plugs  on  one-foot  centers.  Sprigging  into  an  existing  lawn 
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selected  strain  of  common  Japanese 
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( Zoysia  japonica) , 
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be  annlied  ev^y  two  to  four  weeks  during  the  active  growing  season.  After  the 
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ITM3MG — Unle  ss  the  soil  of  your  area  is  extremely  acid,  7*S^i?fnSSuia 
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rigation  water  should  be  applied  at  a slow  rate  which  does  “^  'f^^  in  s^face 

tion  capacity  of  the  soil.  Rapid  rates  of  water  af  h't^Lljaavoided  as  IZy 
runoff  and  loss  of  water.  Shallow,  frequent  waterings  should  be  avoided  as  th  y 

encourage  shallow  rooting* 

CLIPPING— Meyer  zoysia  should  normally  he  clipped  at  3/4  to  1 

iitTigh  quality  appearing  lawn  is  desired,  it  may  be  clipped  to  l/2 

but  it  will  require  more  water,  more  fertilizer  and  the  use  of  a good  quairoy 

power  mower* 


